[D] 


[II:3 A] 


[B] 


[11:4 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


“<The house of the Lord’ refers to the Temple. ‘And the king’s house’ 
refers to the palace of Zedekiah. ‘And all the houses of Jerusalem’ 
refers to the 480 synagogues that were in Jerusalem.” 


[E] For R. Phineas in the name of R. Hoshaiah: “There were 480 
synagogues in Jerusalem and every one of them had a schoolhouse 
and a house for learning, a schoolhouse for Scripture and a house 
of learning for Mishnah. 


[F] “And all of them did Vespasian [attack]. 


[G] “‘And every great house he burned down’ (2 Kings 25:9) refers 
to the schoolhouse of Yohanan b. Zakkai, in which they 
recounted the great deeds of the Holy One, blessed be he, for 
example, “Tell me the great things that Elisha has done’” (2 
Kings 8:4). 


[As to M. 3:1B,] R. Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: 
“That which you have said applies to a synagogue belonging to an 
individual. But as to a synagogue belonging to the public, it is 
forbidden [to sell a synagogue and purchase an ark]. 


“I say, “Someone somewhere in the world has a share of ownership in 
this synagogue, [of which I cannot dispose].’” 


[C] And lo, it has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version]: Said R. 
Judah, “M’SH B: R. Eleazar b. R. Sadoq purchased the 
synagogue of the Alexandrians which was located in 
Jerusalem, ant he did exactly as he wanted with it.” 


[D] “They prohibited [using such a building for secular purposes] 
only if the original name still applies to it” [T. Meg. 2:17A- B]. 


[E] The Alexandrians had made it on their own, [but it was not a 
communal property at all]. 


Up to this point we have dealt with a building that had been built for 
the purpose of a synagogue. 


If one built it for a courtyard and consecrated it [later on, for a 
synagogue,] what is the law? 


Let us derive the answer from the following: [If one said,] “Qonam 
be this building if I enter it,” and the building was turned into a 
synagogue [and he said, “Had I known that it would be made into 
a synagogue, I should not have taken such a vow,” R. Eliezer 
declares the vow not binding and sages declare it binding [M. Ned. 


